instance placed his affections well. "Miss Wilks was then in the first bloom of youth, and her whole demeanor, affability, and elegant, modest appearance conspired to render her the most charming and admirable young person I ever beheld, or have since met with, in all my peregrinations in Europe, Asia, and Africa for the space of thirty years/' This is the high testimony of a lady who accompanied her on her first visit to Napoleon. The Emperor was scarcely less fascinated. He had long heard, he said, with a bow, of the elegance and beauty of Miss Wilks, but was now convinced that report had scarcely done her justice.
She was the daughter of Colonel Wilks, the East Indian governor of the island. She eventually married General Sir John Buchan, and lived to be ninety-one. She only died in 1888, and used to tell how Napoleon, at parting, had given her a bracelet, and, when she had said she was sorry to leave the island, had replied: "Ah! Mademoiselle, I only wish I could change places with you/'
Napoleon gave fanciful names to people and to places. One quiet glen he had named the Valley of Silence, but, when he found that a pretty girl lived in it, he renamed it the Valley of the Nymph. The Nymph was a farmer's daughter, " a very pretty girl of about seventeen," named Marianne Robinson, whose sister had married a Captain Jordan of the Sixty-sixth Regiment, quartered at St. Helena. Warden devoted a page of his book to her, and states that the visits of Napoleon became so frequent to the little farm that the gossips of Jamestown warned the father, who afterwards forbade his daughter to appear when the Emperor called. This silly scan-K                            145. in the Polish Lancers, who had followed
